Decisions taken at the 11th ICEED Session

Tel-Aviv
10–11 October 2011
ICEED11-Decision 01:  The ICEED Members express their continuous interest in mutual collaboration, based on the decisions of ICEED10, in the following issues:

· Using radar products in early warning systems. 

· More efficient use of EUMETSAT and SAF products in weather forecasting, early warnings and climate studies.

· Calibration of instruments.

· Quality Management Systems.
· Extension of  Flash Flood Guidance System (FFGS)

· Capacity development by exchange of experts, training activities and knowledge sharing
ICEED11-Decision 02: ICEED Countries are encouraged to use the available products from the SEEVCCC and to provide feedback and validation.

ICEED11-Decision 03: Countries having difficulties with the Migration to the TDCF should seek the assistance and support of the Task Team on Regional Migration to TDCF of Working Group on Technology Development and Implementation (WG/TDI).

ICEED11-Decision 04: The ECMWF would be requested by the ACCS to try and find a solution for providing access to more data, products and training activities to SEE countries that requested to become Cooperating States to support in particular improvement of the services performance related to DRR. The ICEED Members request the ECMWF to make available the report on the economic benefit of using ECMWF products in order to approach properly to decision makers.
ICEED11-Decision 05: The ICEED is requesting the EUMETSAT PAC to consider usage of all of SAF products, also by the EUMETSAT users (e.g. Israel Meteorological Service). ICEED also expressed interest in possibility to obtaining DAWBEE System for ICEED Members not already included in the DAWBEE program.

ICEED11-Decision 06: ICEED Members are encouraged to exchange their national laws and relevant regulations translated into English language. Regional Office is requested to make this information available through RAVI website.
ICEED11-Decision 07: ICEED Members took note the monitoring and management of the GCOS at regional level and decided to review the GCOS Regional Action Plan until next meeting.
ICEED11-Decision 08: WMO is requested to update the table of radiosondes.

ICEED11-Decision 09: ICEED Members request RAVI WG\TDI to consider the option of using internet together with (or as an alternative for) RMDCN.

ICEED11-Decision 11: TSMS is requested to post all available presentations on ICEED website. NMHSs that hosted previous sessions are asked to submit this material to the TSMS.

ICEED11-Decision 12: ICEED Members are invited to send information on EC related projects to WMO Representative to EU (Christophe Jacob). Members expressed interest to receive monthly EUMETrep Report on regular basis.

ICEED11-Decision 13: ICEED Members urged WMO secretariat to provide further guidance on all national and regional aspects of WIGOS implementation. 

ICEED11-Decision 14: ICEED Members noted the importance of implementing the competence requirements for aviation meteorological personnel by November 2013. Members are strongly encouraged to participate in the workshop to be organized by the IMS on autumn 2012 and requested WMO to provide support for this event.
ICEED11-Decision 15: The meeting decided that the review and update of the ICEED principles should become a permanent item of the agenda of ICEED Sessions. The chairperson will distribute the current principles to all Members for their consideration and collect feedback for preparation of an updated version to be presented on the next ICEED session.

ICEED11-Decision 16: ICEED welcomes the director of CYMET as a new Member.

ICEED11-Decision 17: The session decided to change the acronym of its name from ICEED to ICSEED.

Summary report of the 11th ICEED Session

Tel-Aviv
10–11 November 2011
DAY 1 / 10 October 2011
1. Registration of participants

(see List of Participants ICEED11 app. A)
Participants from 8 South-East European (SEE) National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NHMS) were present at the meeting: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Israel, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia. Representatives from seven countries were missing: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Greece, Hungary, Moldova, Slovenia and Turkey. In addition to the representatives of SEE NMHSs, representatives of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and European network of meteorological services (EUMETrep) were present at the meeting.

2. Opening of the session
(see Welcome Speech- app. B)

The session started at 9:30 on 10th of November 2011. Due to the absence of the current president of ICEED, Mr. İsmail GÜNEŞ, Director-General of the Turkish State Meteorological Service (TSMS), the Session was opened by Dr. Henia Berkovich, Director of Israel Meteorological Service (the host of the current Meeting of ICEED). Dr. Berkovich delivered the welcome address and also gave a short description of Tel-Aviv, where the Meeting is about to take place. 

Special welcome to the attendees was expressed also by Mr. Ivan Cacic, President of the Regional Association VI (Europe) as well as by Mr. Dimitar Ivanov, Chief of the Regional Office of Europe in the WMO.
Dr. Berkovich, Director of IMS (Israel Meteorological Service) was appointed as a new president of ICEED. 

3. Adoption of the agenda of the 11th session
(see ICEED11-Agenda- app. C)
The proposed agenda was unanimously adopted by the participants. 

4. Short report of the 10th session and its Minutes, 21-22 September 2010, Istanbul, Turkey
(see Summary Report ICEED 10- app. D).

Due to the absence of the Director-General of the TSMS, Dr. Berkovich presented the main important outcomes of the previous ICEED session, which was held in Istanbul, Turkey, 21-22 September 2010, and organized by the TSMS.
5. Review of the follow up actions 

Dr. Berkovich presented the follow up actions taken after the previous ICEED10. She pointed out that the Task Force (decision No.1) established by ICEED10 was not active and none of the other decisions was implemented, except the establishment of the ICEED website hosted by TSMS. Mr. Ivan Cacic asked to convey his gratitude to the TSMS for the excellent website, which might serve as a platform for future cooperation and supply of valuable information. 
6. Review of main outcomes of WMO 16th Congress and respective actions for SEE NMHSs
(see Congress XVI Outcomes- app E)

Mr. Dimitar Ivanov, Chief of the Regional Office for Europe in the WMO presented the WMO Strategic Plan and Priorities for the period 2012-2015, as approved in the last WMO Congress, as well as RAVI Operating Plan for these years. He also presented some of the main regional events to take place during 2011-2013.

Mr. Ivanov expressed his gratitude to the IMS and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel for organizing the 11th Session of the ICEED and also conveyed the warm regards of the Secretary General of the WMO, Mr. Michel Jarraud. 
Mr Cacic expressed his appreciation for the work of Mr. Ivanov and the European Office at WMO for their efforts in the preparation of this meeting.

7-8. Overview of the progress in the SEE NMHSs between the 10th and 11th ICEED Sessions
(see written reports and presentations in the folder 'Country Presentations' for details).
Representatives of the 8 NMHSs gave their report on the progress at their institutions between the two ICEED sessions.
During the reports representations several topics were raised remarks related to special items of the reports were given by the participants:

a. Mr. Cacic informed that due to technical problems, the Meteorological and Hydrological Service of Croatia had to stop temporally its upper air measurements. Mr. Ivanov stressed the importance of lack of discontinuity of upper air measurements and recommended that in the future some measures should be taken before such a situation will occur, like borrowing radiosondes from neighbouring countries or even creating a mutual platform for preparedness for such a situation.
b. Dr. Michaelides discussed the problem of assimilating BUFR into the old system. Mr. Ivanov mentioned that the Regional Office will be happy to assist, but at the same time he pointed out the importance of Training as an assistance tool in this matter.

He also expressed his positive impression from the development of a QMS System for the observational system at the Cyprus Meteorological Service.
In addition, Mr. Ivanov expressed his opinion that the NMHSs providing services to aviation should migrate from AFTN to NTN or FTN, as the former is not easily integrated to WIGOS and RMDCN.

Regarding RMDCN Dr. Michaelides pointed out that, according to the experience of the Meteorological Service of Cyprus, the internet connection is still by far much faster than RMDCN. This last statement was also supported by Dr. Berkovich. Hearing those opinions, Ms. Pavicevic proposed that Israel would send an email about this matter to her, as Montenegro is about to host an ACCS Meeting and then she could raise this matter during the meeting. 
c. Mr. Cacic asked to add that there exists a paradox, regarding the cost of the tranfer rate using RMDCN. He also asked Dr. Michaelides about the current status of Cyprus' Request to become an ECMWF Member. Dr. Michaelides replied there was no real progress. Mr Ivanov asked all the participants that from now on, in case somebody has any problem, it should be immediately addressed to the regional office.
d. Dr. Berkovich presented the future shift of the IMS to a fully state funded budget.  Dr. Michaelides commented that it is difficult to find an agreement between the different declerations demanding free access to the data and the simple fact that the services are earning their survival from the selling their products. Dr. Berkovich replied that she thinks that the governmet in all countries should be convinced that Met services should supply their data free of charge, since it is a public good and the governments have to cover the expenses of this activity. Mr. Cacic asked to add that this is indeed a big issue in Europe, when some services supply it free of charge while the rest is relying on its selling. However he does not believe that the EU shall push its members to fulfill this policy.
Dimitar had congratulated the IMS for its achievements, especially for the provision of the services to aviation, but stressed out that it should be given cost recovered.
e. State councellor of FYROM NMHS, Mr. Dimitrovsky announced that his NMHS established a calibration labratory but it is not yet operational. Mr Cacic said that it is important to use it together with the regional calibration centre in Slovenia. Dr. Berkovich also requested the WMO and other interested parties to encourage more courses and workshops on calibration.
9. Session on European Partnership (IPA, FP7, GMES)
 (See ICEED 11 EUMETRep.pptx)
Mr. Jacob presented EUMETrep and its objectives and opportunities. He focused on the relations between EUMETrep and the Meteorological European Infrastructure. 
He requested the participants to inform him on any project related to FP7, GMES etc, in which Members are involved.
Mr. Ivanov suggested to create an inventory of all the projects running in the region at the European Regional Office and also to put some notes about the gaps or constraints concerning those projects. 
Dr. Kortchev commented that according to his experience, the NMHSs participations in different projects are only symbolic, as they serve mostly as coordinators of such consortia. However Dr. Kortchev thinks that EUMETrep can help improving our understanding how to use the different mechanisms and procedures for working with the EU Commission. 

Mr. Jacob fully agreed, but said that sometimes it is good for other organizations than NMHSs to lead those projects, since then NMHSs can learn from this experience. Unfortunately, meteorology does not exist as a separate subject in the EU agenda, what makes it harder to control the meteorological part of the projects of the EU.
Mr. Jacob was informed that not everybody has received his newsletters and Dr. Berkovich asked to include all RA VI Member in the newspaper's mailing list. 
Several additional comments were made by Mr. Abrate:  he felt that the outcomes of many of those research projects are not turned, when feasible, into operational tools for distribution to and use by the NMHSs. NMHSs, with support from WMO, should explore with European Commission the possibility of making better use of these results.
10. Discussion on European partnership and other Projects (e.g., Flash Flood Guidance (FFG)
(see BSME-FFGS presentation-EN-V2.pptx) 

Due to the absence of Mr. Bacanli and Mr. Sayin from the TSMS and according to their request, the presentation was given by Mr. Abrate from WMO.

Mr. Abrate presented the Flash Flood Guidance System project in the Black Sea area (FFG-BSME), its objectives, the work being done in this project and the future possibilities. 

Mr. Stav was interested in a future participation of the IMS in this project, namely the addition of more participants. Mr. Abrate suggested to contact him in order to further facilitate Mr. Stav's request. Regarding the scientific aspect of the presentation, Mr. Stav pointed out that quantitative assessment of rainfall is based on satellite imagery and since these images have a problem of overestimation, it may lead to many false alarms. Mr. Stav suggested to try integrating ground radar into the system in order to overcome this problem. Mr. Abrate replied that, according to the methodology adoped in the FFGS programme and developed by the HRC (San Diego, California) , top cloud temperature is well calibrated and bias-corrected and therefore the problem of overestimation is adequately addressed.
Mr. Abrate reported also on the training course on Flash Flood Forecasting Models that was held in Istanbul on 12-16 September.

Mr. Abrate made special emphasis on the major need to improve the cooperation with EU, in particular in the dissemination of the outcomes of several research projects on weather-water-climate issues that currently are not used at all. In addition Mr. Abrate pointed out that there is a notion to create a hydrological equivalent of the  EUMETNET, for interested hydrological and hydrometeorological services. The first step towards this goal will be the organization of a RA VI Hydrology forum, whose concept will be discussed during a launch meeting, to be held in Koblenz (Germany) from 8 to 10 May 2012. 

Finally, Mr. Abrate asked all the members to send their representatives to the next session of the Commission for Hydrology, in the fourth quarter of 2012.

11. Partnership with European Meteorological Infrastructure: ECMWF
Mr. Cacic presented some of the main achievements of ECMWF during the last two years as well as the status of different countries, wishing to join the ECMWF as full Members or Co-operating Members.
Regarding the comments made by Dr. Michaelides about the high cost of ECMWF products, Mr. Cacic proposed that since most of the countries of the ICEED are looking forward to become Members or Co-operating Members of the ECMWF (or already are such), the ICEED Members could utilize the next meeting of ECMWF in Podgorica in order to consider the possibility of asking the ECMWF Council to reduce the price of the products of ECMWF to candidates to the amount paid by a co-operating state. 
Mr. Stav pointed out that the Israeli experience shows that in order to convince the policy makers that the ECMWF data is valuable, the information, regarding the benefits, should be available for the countries considering joining the ECMWF.

Mr. Cacic replied that indeed it should be a two way interaction between the ECMWF and the NMHSs. Dr. Berkovich asked whether it is possible to request the ECMWF to publish its research onthe economic value of its products. 
Dr. Michaelides informed that Cyprus was struggling for more than 15 years to join the ECMWF and now he will have to invest a double effort in order to convince the Cyprus government to start all over again the procedure of joining. Therefore he asked Mr. Cacic to request the ECMWF Council to increase the visibility of the processes in ECMWF.
Mr. Cacic informed the ICEED that Slovenia is to become full member of the ECMWF, FYROM became a new Co-operating Member and Croatia expressed its intention to become a full member and that process is in course, most probably  will be finalized at the beginning of 2012. 
12. Partnership with European Meteorological Infrastructure: EUMETSAT
Mr. Cacic outlined of the current developments in EUMETSAT:

a. Members of EUMETSAT have strong interest in promoting JASON project, despite the many constraints (mostly financial).
b. Not all Members are ready to vote for EPS-Second Generation (SG), but perhaps with the involvment of the European Space Agency (ESA) and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), there will be a solution. As an example for the difficulties related: though the Croatian government agreed to change the name of satellites in the national law from second to third, the Romanian government has not changed the law yet. 
c. Regarding the usage of satellites images for climate monitoring – Mr Cacic mentioned that if anyone has any suggestion regarding the usage of EUMETSAT data, he will be happy to convey them to the directoriate of the EUMETSAT.

Mr. Stav mentioned that there are many SAF products unavailable to non Members of EUMETSAT and asked whether it could be possible to provide an access to those products for paying NMHSs. Mr. Cacic promised to deliver this suggestion to the Directorate.

Mr. Ivanov asked to express his great appreciation for the free data policy of EUMETSAT. Three Members of the ICEED: FYROM, Bosnia and Cyprus, received from EUMETSAT workstations as well as data free of charge. Such policy had been applied also for the Caucasus States, Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova. Mr. Ivanov explained that the EUMETSAT policy states clearly that Countries under a certain GDP will receive the data free of charge.

Mr. Cacic informed that Croatia is using DAWBEE for receiving and disseminating EUMETSAT Images, as it is much cheaper and one can get most of the products by using this system. Mr. Cacic added that if there is an interest in that system, EUMETSAT can present it. The Software was developed by the Slovak NMHS and after the EUMETSAT tested it together with four other packages, it's conclusion was that DAWBEE was the best one.


DAY 2 / 11 October 2011

13. WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – GFCS (Presention of  the SEEVCCC functions and activities)
(see ICEED 11th Session presentation -SEEVCCCf.Spasova.ppt and Preliminary results from Serb model.pptx)

Ms. Spasova presented the South East European Virtual Centre for Climate Change (SEEVCCC) of the Serbian Hydrometeorological Service. She presented the important work carried out by the Serbian Service in this field and showed the various products available at the site and some of their possible usage by the countries of the region.

She invited all the participants to send their experts to the next South East European Climate Outlook Forum (SEECOF) to be held in Belgrade on the end of November 2011. Mr. Furshpan commented that many of the maps shown at the SEEVCCC site are cut exactly on Israel. Mrs. Spasova replied that she would ask the experts in Serbia to enlarge the maps, so that they will include Israel and Jordan as well.
Following Ms. Spasova's presentation, Dr. Levi presented some initial validation results of the climatic model runs over Israel.
Mr. Cacic expressed his appreciation to the important and beneficial work done and still being carried out at the SEEVCCC and encouraged all the Members of the ICEED to use the products available on the site and to send their feedbacks (especially validations and verifications of the results). Mr. Ivanov also asked to express his appreciation for the SEEVCCC and added that for the final formulation of the GFCS, one will have to wait until the next congress, but meanwhile the NMHSs can use the RCC Networks (operational since 2009, but not fully). 
14. Lecture: "Emerging Capabilities of New Generation Satellites (MTG)"

(see RGB-Convection-IMS.pptx)

Prof. Rosenfeld gave a lecture on the usages of the different channels of Meteosat Satellites as well an introduction to the future application of MTG Satellites.

Dr. Berkovich asked to express her gratitude to Prof. Rosenfeld for his interesting lecture and Mr. Cacic wanted also to express his and everybody's appreciation on the major contribution made by Prof. Rosenfeld during many years in the field of satellite imagery in general and METEOSAT Projects and Programs especially.
15. WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – WIS/WIGOS Implementation

(See WIGOS Regional Association aspects.pptx)
Mr. Cacic presented the current status of development of the WIGOS Project and implications for the Members of SEE.

Mr. Cacic stressed the importance of the personal commitment of the NMHSs Directors to the global WIGOS implementation.

However, both Dr. Michaelides and Dr. Berkovich raised the question, how Meteorological Services (which do not include a hydrological department) can commit to share non- meteorological data, when they are not the collectors. Dr. Michaelides also commented that though the WIGOS project was initiated for quite some time, it is still unclear what would be the practical implications of it and what exactly is demanded from the different NMHSs.

Dr. Kortchev suggested that Mr. Cacic may show the same presentation at Sofia, at the WIS Workshop, because the PRs should understand what exactly is required.
Dr. Berkovich also requested for a WMO assistance in station networks optimization. Mr. Cacic replied that this is exactly the intention of WIGOS. Mr. Ivanov asked to add that we need to understand the requirements much better, but at the same time work on a regional and national level to improve the observational system. In any case, he thinks that more guidance, manuals and standards are required.

16. WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – Aviation Aeronautical Meteorological Personnel Competency Standards and Assessment Toolkit

(See Intro to Competency Assessment Short.pptx)

Mr. Stav presented the competence assessment for Aviation Forecasters compiled by  the Task Force for Competence Assessment (&Monitoring) Toolkit (CAeM TT-CAT) under the WMO Committee on Aviation Meteorology.
He invited all the participants to send their forecasters to the workshop to be held next year in Israel on this subject and also asked Mr. Ivanov for WMO's assistance. 

17. Media and NMHSs , point of view of a Weather Presenter
Due to personal reasons, the special lecturer, Mr. Danny Roup, could not attend the Meeting and therefore this part of the Meeting was cancelled. 
18. WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – DRR

As part of the South Eastern Europe Disaster Risk Mitigation and Adaptation Programme (SEEDRMAP) initiated in 2007 by the World Bank, the WMO and the United Nations Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (UN-ISDR) developed two complementary project proposals that were funded together as the “Regional Programme on Disaster Risk Reduction in South East Europe”. This programme is targeting the following eight IPA beneficiaries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, FYROM, Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo and Turkey and was initiated on March 2009.  The aim of the project is to reduce the vulnerability of SEE countries to natural hazards such as drought, flood and forest fires. The project focuses on building the national and regional capacity of the NMHSs in the provision of reliable weather, water and climate products and services such as hazard analysis to support risk assessment and forecasts and warnings within adequate lead time. The primary objective is to build better cooperation between the NMHS, which are the providers of hydrometeorological information and services, the agencies responsible for civil protection and emergency response and with the main economic sectors. 

Activity 1.1 "National Policy Dialogues on DRR" was implemented in cooperation with WMO and UNDP. Detailed assessment of the DRR policies and practices as well as the NMHS capacities, gaps and needs in the beneficiaries were completed and used for the development of policy recommendations, through National Policy Dialogues (NPD) organized in each beneficiary.  This activity was implemented between March 2010 and December 2010. Activity 2 “Flood and Drought Risk Assessment” focused on assessing the beneficiaries national capacities in flood and drought risk assessment. Two training workshops were conducted (i) on flood risk assessment (Oct. 2010, Istanbul, Turkey) and ii) on droughts risk assessment (Sept 2010, Ljubljana, Slovenia) to provide participating experts with self assessment capacities of their national system for flood and drought risk assessment. Detailed assessments of these capacities have been prepared with the support of an international consultant who visited all the beneficiaries. Based on these assessments, concrete project proposals for capacity development of the NMHS with other ministries and technical agencies have been developed. 

The program was completed three days ago, and now the experts, participating in it, should finalize their results in about half a year. At the same time discussions are held on continuing this project for 2011-13  with a budget of 1 million euro for the same countries.
19. Requests for new ICEED members and observers

Dr. Michaelides, in behalf of the Cyprus NMS applied for membership to the ICEED.
Cyprus was accepted unanimously to the ICEED as a Member.
20. Any other business
Since not all Member of ICEED are acquainted with the exact details of the ICEED Principles, it was requested that the chair of ICEED, Dr. Berkovich will distribute it between Members, for their comments and suggestions.

It was also decided to rename the Conference, according to the initials, ICSEED (Informal Conference of South East European Directors). 
Mr. Cacic, in behalf of all participants, asked to thank the IMS and the Israeli government for a very warm hospitability. 

Mr. Ivanov asked to update the participants that WMO has a brand new Iphone forecast application (supplied by the Hong Kong Observatory).
21. Date and place for the next ICEED meeting

The FYROM delegation proposed to host the next ICEED Meeting in Skopje. Their invitation was accepted with appreciation.
22. Closure of the meeting

The Chairman thanked the FYROM delegation for their kind proposal to host the next meeting. 
She also thanked to all the participants for their contributions at the meeting and closed the meeting on 11 November 2011 at 15:30.
Dr. Henia Berkovich, Chairman of ICEED

Director of Israel Meteorological Service
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Appendix B
Welcome Speech

Dr. Henia Berkovich

PR of Israel with WMO and Director of Israel Meteorological Service
Dear Directors and Representatives of South East European NMHSs and WMO Representatives. 
It gives me pleasure to welcome you dear colleagues to the 11th session of the informal conference of South East European NMHSS Directors in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, a place that was once the first solid ground that people landed on traveling from west to east.

The city of Tel-Aviv –Jaffa actually is a composition of 2 cities under one Municipality.

 Tel-Aviv, which is the first Hebrew city in the New Ages – established in 1909 (102 years old)- is the heart of Israel's Economics and Culture – here you can find all the Main Branches of all the Banks, the Stock Market,  the center of trade markets, electronic and textual communication, most of the embassies resides in Tel-Aviv , the center of entertainments, Theater , Art Galleries etc. Tel-Aviv is the second largest city in Israel (about 400 thousand people live in Tel-Aviv) about 70% of the people who come to Tel-Aviv don't live In the city.

Jaffa, on the other hand is one the oldest cities in the world, Jaffa is mentioned in old Egyptian scripts 3500 years ago. The Port of Jaffa is considered one of the ancient in world. This port served for thousands of years as a harbor for fishermen, sailors, merchants, pilgrims, immigrants, for their arrival and departure.
Tel Aviv resides on the south-central part of the Israeli Mediterranean Coast line (which is 190 km long), which brings life to what could have been a Desert area. 

These Days MNHSS of our region with limited resources have a common vision of a fast development of our services, trying not to lag too far behind and to harness the most advanced tools and practices required for excellent service.

The meetings of the ICEED provide an important forum for the exchange of  ideas, information and draw up plans and meteorological projects for the benefit of the nations of the region.

The 11th ICEED focuses on needs, opportunities and capacity development related to the five strategic priority areas adopted by the 16th Congress: the Global Framework for Climate Services, implementation of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System/WMO Information System (WIGOS/WIS), aeronautical meteorology, capacity development, and disaster risk reduction, which are considered to contribute significantly to the achievement of the eight expected results  required to promote societies needs.  
The advancements of these priorities in our region is highly depended on the cooperation between our services and on Partnership and Projects provided by the European Infrastructure.  

I wish us a fruitful and successful conference and a pleasant stay in Israel.
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	10:00-10:30
	Coffee Break



	14
	10:30-11:15
	Lecture: "Emerging Capabilities of New Generation Satellites (MTG)"

Prof. Daniel Rosenfeld from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
 

	

	15
	11:15-11:45
	WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – WIS/WIGOS Implementation

I. Cacic, Croatia and WMO

	16
	11:45-12:15
	WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – Aviation

Aeronautical Meteorological Personnel Competency Standards and Assessment Toolkit – Nir Stav, deputy Director IMS (TT on Toolkit).


	
	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch



	17
	14:00 – 14:30
	Media and NMHSs , point of view of a 

Dan Roup – The Senior TV Weather Presenter



	18
	14:30-15:00
	WMO Priorities and SEE Members response – DRR

Dimitar Ivanov, WMO

	19
	15:00-15:15
	Requests for new ICEED members and observers



	
	15:15-15:30
	Coffee Break

	
	
	

	20
	15:30 -15:45
	Any other business



	21
	15:45-16:00
	ICEED Future Plans – decisions and actions; Date and place for the next ICEED meeting



	22
	16:00 – 16:15
	Closure of the meeting

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	16:30 
	Sight-seeing tour 

	
	
	

	
	
	


Appendix D

Summary Report of the 10th Session of the ICEED

21-22 September 2010

İstanbul

Participants from 10 South-East European (SEE) National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NHMSs) were present at the meeting: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, and Turkey. Representatives from three countries were missing: Albania, Greece and Hungary. Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Israel were invited as observer countries. In addition to the representatives of SEE NMHSs, also representatives of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the WMO Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), the European Center for Medium-Range Weather Forecasting (ECMWF), and the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT) were present at the meeting.  
After  registration, opening  of the session, appointment of  Mr. İsmail GÜNEŞ, previous  Director  General  of  TSMS, as  ICEED10 president, and  adaptation  of agenda a  pres   conference was   held   to  inform  public  about  the objective  and purposes  of  ICEED10  meeting. Then Dr. Klemen Bergant, Director of Meteorological Office at the Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia presented the main outcomes of the previous ICEED session, which was held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 10-11 December 2009, and organized by the EARS of Slovenia.
Mr. Ivan Čačić, Meteorogical and Hydrological Service of Croatia and the President of the RA VI to present WMO RA VI activities related to the SEE NMHSs. He  touched  upon  the  following  key issues, among  others: RA VI new management and working structure; working groups and introduced the members of the task teams saying  that  national  plans  shall  be in  line  with  the regional  plans; RA VI will play a major role in  the Global Framework of Climate Services (GFCS) and RCC Network activities; enhancement of the role of the NMHSs in the disaster risk reduction; capitalization of the already existing partnerships with European meteorological infrastructure (EUMETSAT, ECMWF and EUMETNET); effective capacity building assistance by closer cooperation with relevant regional organizations (e.g., European Commission), financing institutions (e.g. World Bank) and other international and intergovernmental bodies; South Eastern Europe Disaster Risk Management and Adaptation Programme-SEEDRMAP and SEECOFs among important RA VI/SEE assets and achievements;

Mr. Bruno Mullet  of  EUMETSAT   has   explained   METEOSAT  THIRD  GENERATION   (MTG) Satellite Systems in  cooperation  with  the  current  METEOSAT SECOD  GENERATION explaining  payloads, sensors,  data  and  products disseminations emphasizing the   MTG enhancements against   current  SEVIRI sensors. He  explained   that  MTG imaging  radiometer will  have 500  meter  resolution  and that , among  others,  air quality  monitoring, improved atmospheric perceptible   water and lightening imaging will  contribute   to  climate  and meteorological studies. 

Mr. Manfred Klöppel  of  ECMWF, explained the improvement of forecasting scores of the ECMWF by a time series graphic, saying  that ECMWF is  able to forecast ten days ahead in a quite reasonable score in 2010 compare to early 1980s. Then gave  information  about  the status  ECMWF  member and  co-operating states explaining  the  role  of  ECMWF  in  European   meteorological  infrastructure. He continues  to explaining technical  issues  like  improvements  of   model  resolution, new  model,  utilization  of  model  outputs  in  early warning systems and   international  projects. 

Mr. Čačić talked about activities in the area of marine meteorology and activities for establishing the RMMC of the Meteorological and Hydrological Service of Croatia.
In  the  Capacity  Building  Session,  Dr. Klemen Bergant gave  presentation   about  that WMO Regional Instrument Centre (RIS) for SEE  and  said  that  their  activities  were   concentrated  on  EC financed project titled “Regional cooperation in South Eastern Europe for meteorological, hydrological and climate data management and exchange in support of disaster risk reduction” (DRR/SEE Project). It  was  mentioned  the   importance  of  quality  control  of  the  instrumentations    and  that some  countries  including  Turkey  have  very  good  calibration laboratory  and closer  co-operation shall  developed for  the  future   works. 

ICEED10 session continued   with  the   following presentations: SEE Virtual Climate Change Center (SEEVCC)  activities  by Mr. Predrag Petkovic  activities of the); Eastern Mediterranean Climate Center (EMCC) activities by Mr. Ismail Demir;  Drought Management Centre for SEE (DMCSEE)  by  Dr. Klemen Bergant; Black Sea and Middle East Flash Flood Guidance System (BSME-FFGS) by Mr. Ayhan Sayın   followed  by  the  presentations  about  TSMS  RADAR  network;  and Regional  LEM  models.

Mr. Dimitar Ivanov  of  WMO gave   detailed  explanations  about  the  SEECOF saying  that  it  was  very  good   example  of  regional  cooperation then   he  continued  to provide information about  the  initiation and development   of  RCOF. Then  in  his  second  presentation  he gave comprehensive   information  about “SEE Disaster Risk Reduction Project, Evaluation of the First Phase and Comments on the Second Phase”  IPA  project saying that  the  project has  been   implemented  by  both WMO  and UNDP  that   it   will be extended  for  two  years. He continued to explain the project work packages including   regional and national DRR policy dialogues, SEECOF, the capacity building of NMHSs. 
Dr. Klemen Bergant, Dr. Carolin Richter, and Mr. Recep SARITAŞ    gave  presentation  about South East Europe Transnational Cooperation Programme (TCP SEE), GCOS (Global Climate Observing System);, ISO 9001:2000 Quality Management System Activities of TSMS respectively. 

The ICEED10 outcome was as follows:

ICEED10-Decision 01: ICEED Countries decided to establish a Task Force which works out the priorities of the Members, and find resources, and prepare joint projects. Task Force shall be gathered within 2 months after the 10th Session of ICEED. Each member shall designate a representative to the Task Force. Designation of the Task Force shall be done in 1 month. The communication of the Task Force will be carried out mainly via correspondences. The Task Force will start with the following proposed topics:

· Extension of  Flash Flood Guidance System (FFGS) to the ICEED countries

· Using radar products in early warning systems. 

· More efficient use of EUMETSAT and SAF products in weather forecasting, early warnings and climate studies.

· Calibration of the instruments.

· Quality Management Systems.

ICEED10-Decision 02: The ICEED Countries express their interest to exchange experts and students on weather forecasting, NWP, early warning, climate and climate change studies. The countries shall inform the Task Force on their training needs and capacity to host experts and students within 3 months. The Task Force shall investigate possible funding mechanism for exchange.

ICEED10-Decision 03: The ICEED Chairperson shall invite all members to exchange their migration plans to TDCF and identify their current status and difficulties in this regard. The Chairperson will seek support from the Task Team on Regional Migration to TDCF of Working Group on Technology Development and Implementation (WG/TDI) for providing assistance to the members.

ICEED10-Decision 04: The ICEED Chairperson shall address the Director-General of ECMWF and the Chairperson of ACCS to raise the issue of providing the non-member states with the ECMWF products related to the early warnings.

ICEED10-Decision 05: ICEED Countries decided to strengthen the cooperation between countries concerning the provision of the climate services including the VRCC activities under the Pilot phase of WMO RA VI RCC Network.

The host countries of VRCC will inform the RA VI Task Team on RCC on their activities.

ICEED10-Decision 06: ICEED Countries decided to establish a web page for the ICEED. Turkish State Meteorological Service will operate and host this web page.

ICEED10-Decision 07: ICEED Members took note the monitoring and management of the GCOS at regional level and decided to review the GCOS Regional Action Plan until next meeting.

Turkish State  Meteorological Service gave  first  priority  for the   implementation   of  WMO Black Sea  and  Middle  East Flash  flood Guidance project (BSME-FFG)  in  the  region. TSMS took   initiatives   with WMO and OFDA, US funding agency, for extension   of SME-FFG project to cover SEE   countries. It  is  likely  that OFDA  will support extension   of  BSME-FFG  project to  SEE   countries and  funds  would  be available  next  year.  More information about the BSME-FFG activities will be provided by the BSME-FFG presentation during ICEED11 session. 

Decisions  stated  in  the outcome  of the  ICEED10  meeting reflected  the  needs  of  SEE countries and  covered variety  of  topics. However, some  of  them can only  be  implemented  through  the  solid  and  sound  funded  international multi-year  projects. That’s why, ICEED countries shall continue to cooperate for the implementation   through   IPA, GMES, UNDP, and   other international organizations in close cooperation   with European institutions. TSMS will continue to work with the SEE countries for the implementation of the ICEED10 decisions. 
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